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Well, the 2011-12 winter season is ending and people are
heading home to what has been a very warm and mild winter,
both here and up north (for the most part). So for all the Coral
Beach “family” and guests, here’s a fond farewell and eager
anticipation of next winter’s frolics.

Welcome to volume three, issue 1 of the Coral Beach newsletter
for owners and guests.

44th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 44th Annual General Meeting was scheduled to be held at
the Coral Beach Conference room on Saturday January 21,
2011. Unfortunately not enough owners attended or provided
a proxy for there to be a proxy and the meeting had to be
postponed for a week.

For next year, remember if you cannot attend you can vote for
the Board of Directors by proxy. Forms will be made available
at the front desk and will be emailed to owners before the next
meeting.
The meeting, which was held Saturday, January 28, 2011 was
well-attended even though some people had to miss it
because of the quorum issue.
Everything is in good shape with our finances and Coral Beach
is running quite smoothly with contractors supplying all services
to owners and guests.

Elected for another term on the Board of Directors were Bruno
Rufa, Phil Galiano, Vince Abate, David Salvisburg and Mark
Lampf, with Richard Morandini serving as an Alternate Director.
Many thanks to this hard-working group, who have steered us
to financial safe ground while making tremendous
improvements to our wonderful Coral Beach home.
BUILDING & GROUNDS
It’s been a productive winter and Coral Beach hasn’t looked
better in many years, with a flourishing garden producing
coconuts and bananas. If you get a chance, make sure to
thank Miguel and CJ for their great help, and Larry Licastro for
assuming a leadership role in the gardening area.

The building renovation are proceeding well, with only the 5th
floor in Buildings 2 to complete, as well as roofing. The
sewage/water treatment plant will be replaced, when funds
permit.
We recently brought someone in to harvest the ripe coconuts,
so that no shuffleboard players have any injuries more serious
than a groin pull.

The webcam is back in operation, at least on some browsers!
In Safari, you get the full picture but you still have to scroll
through a smaller “window” using Firefox and Google Chrome.
Apparently there are also some issues with Internet Explorer but
we’re definitely making great progress!
Check out the picture at
http://www.coralbeachonline.com/livevideo.html
DID YOU KNOW….
The fabric used on the furniture in the lobbies of buildings one
and two is called Androsia and is manufactured on the Island
of Andros in the Bahamas?
Yards of the brightly coloured material are waxed, dyed, cut
and dried using a unique process to ensure the pieces are all
hand made and represent all the Bahamas has to offer.

The beauty of the Bahamas is the inspiration for the print
designs and brilliant colors. Stencils are created from locally
harvested sponges and made into natural shapes such as
shells, birds, fish, flowers, turtles and all the wonderful wildlife
and plants found in the tropics. The sponges and wax are used
to create the patterns on the fabric.
The colours depict the surroundings of the Bahamas as well;
blue for the ocean, green for flora, pink (the inside colour of
the national flower (Yellow elderflower) orange for papaya and
purple for periwinkle and sea grapes, just to name a few.
The material is available downtown Freeport in the sewing
centre and at the Garden of the Groves gift shop.
For more information and to watch a video on Androsia, log on
to www.androsia.com
A big THANK YOU to the Morandinis for taking on the job of
organizing the decorating of the remaining lobbies.
WARNING TO BIKERS
Tanya, our Building Manager, wanted to remind you that
leaving bikes in the halls results in scratching our new paint and
could be a fire department violation. Bikes are to be kept in a
storage locker or your unit. We are looking into acquiring a
bike rack.
Be careful when riding on Grand Bahama roads. Many are
narrow and drivers, although for the most part courteous, also
have a tendency to drive fast.
OWNER & GUEST BEHAVIOUR
This is just a reminder that owners are responsible for their
guest’s behaviour while on Coral Beach property. This includes
renters, who we expect to respect others who live here,
especially late at night when sound carries.

CORAL BEACH ENTERTAINMENT
Steve Davies was able to play the Coral Reef Pool Bar &
Restaurant on New Year’s Eve (and a few days later). It was
the best night the Reef has had, with crowds of locals and
owners/guests. It was also Jim Neill’s 60th birthday so several of
the local women gave him a special song.

Steve Davies has been granted permanent residency with
working rights in The Bahamas. We’re sure to see him
performing at venues around town. Congratulations!

On St. Patrick’s Day, “Elvis” entertained owners and guests (and
quite a few of his local fans) with DJ’d music until the wee
hours. The Coral Reef served a lot of corned beef and
cabbage meals before the performance.

SHUFFLEBOARD CLUB
The shuffleboard fans have swollen in numbers and the new
benches are really getting a lot of use, as Tuesday competition
has been added to Sunday tournaments.
They have now formed a club and are using funds collected
from the tourneys to purchase a new shuffleboard court. The
new equipment goes on top of the old uneven concrete court,
so skill will become more of a factor. The new cues are fragile
and expensive so the equipment will not be available to minors
who are unsupervised.
The final tournament will be completed before the end of
March. Signup for the 2012-13 Shuffleboard Club will be held in
November 2012, and fees will be payable then.
CORAL BEACH GOLF TOURNAMENT

Friday, March 16, 2012 the Annual Coral Beach Invitational Golf
Tournament was held at Fortune Hills Golf Course. 31 “golfers”
participated and it was a fun day for all 8 teams.

The champs were Phil Letcher, Spencer Weiss, Larry Licastro
and Pat Kline. Closest to the Pin winners were Pat Kachur and
Phil Letcher. High score went to Steve Cyr, Les Roberts, Al
Hyland and Frank Bonvarlez.

Thanks to the many sponsors as every golfer received a prize.
Sponsors were Pat Kachur & Don Best, Stacey Schrader, Le Med
Restaurant, Treasure Bay Casino, Coral Reef Beach Bar, Nate
Bernstein, Frank Bonvarlez, Red Beard’s Pub, Corner Bar and
Fortune Hills Golf Course.
Thanks to all participants for making it a fun day and to Don
Best, Pat Kachur and Frank Bonvarlez for organizing the
tournament and running the day’s events.

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS GOES OUT TO KAY COX, KAY VOLLMER
& THE LATE JOHN BEATON WHO ORGANIZED THIS TOURNAMENT
FOR SO MANY PREVIOUS YEARS.

CORAL BEACH – BEING A GOOD NEIGHBOUR
At one of our potluck dinners everyone brought non perishable
food items and they were donated to the Crossreach Food
Program.

A very generous group of owners donated “toiletries for teens”,
which helped some very needy teens. These donations were
very welcome, as needs are greater than ever in a community
with an official unemployment rate of 21% (unofficially it’s
around 30%)!

AROUND CB
Shopping – More grocery shopping is planned for 2012 as
Sawyers/Save-a-Lot plans to move to the old City Market
location downtown. And AML have announced an expansion
as they add another Solomon’s at the old City Market location
on Seahorse Road in Lucaya. This will make getting groceries
without owning a car feasible once again.
And the Board has not given up on finding someone new to
lease the location where the store was within Coral Beach. It is
difficult because previous lessees struggled to make enough to
pay the rent, especially in the quiet months at CB.
CRUISE SHIPS
Cruise ships! Almost daily, cruise ships are now arriving in the
harbour as cruise ship companies find the fuel costs of going to
Grand Bahama Island attractive. CB residents are benefiting
from a more vibrant Port Lucaya and more options related to
tourism.
The residents at Coral Beach and Lucaya woke up to a
surprising sight Saturday January 7th when a 93,300-ton cruise
ship was spotted anchored less than 2 miles from our building
complex and beach. Except that the ship was not anchored, it

had run aground on top of a reef at around 7:00 a.m. that
morning, which happened to be the ships’ trial visit to the
Lucaya area. The 964 foot long ship sailed from Fort
Lauderdale with 4,500 people on board for a 3 night cruise. The
European owned ship was scheduled to arrive in Grand
Bahama and dock in about 40 feet of water, to take
advantage of the close proximity of the Port Lucaya
Marketplace. Most of the passengers and some crew were
transported to the Port where merchants were anticipating
brisk tourist business. Passengers enjoyed the day at Port with
live music and vendors reported good news and sales in wellknown places such as Rum Runners, The Daiquiri Bar and the
Conch stall operated by “Big Daddy”.
The ship was eventually set free at high tide at about 7:00 p.m.
that evening, using 4 tug boats to send the ship on it’s way to
the Island of Little Salvador.
Damage to the reef was extensive although the ship left under
its own power. Damage to the ship has not been reported as
of this date.
Everyone is hoping that more ships will come back to dock
near the Lucaya area so the passengers can be transported off
the ship and right into the marketplace. We’ll have to wait and
see if this setback will have a negative impact on future cruise
ships entering this area, we hope not!

JUNKANOO NEWS
Junkanoo was well attended this year, located downtown as
usual. The marchers and bands put in a lot of work each year
to prepare for this and it’s a very festive occasion for both
participants and viewers.

TALL SHIPS (pic and info from “Happenings Around Town”
Grand Bahama Island has a new attraction, now that the tall
ship Alexander von Humboldt has sailed here and docked at
the Harbour. She will host cruise ship passengers, island visitors
and residents that want to experience the romance of sailing
the way it was in by gone days.

In Germany, the ship was used as a training vessel for young
sailors for over 100 years. It’s distinctive green sails became the
icon for the German Becks Beer Company and have been
featured worldwide.

MONDAY MUNCHIES (& FRIDAYS)
You may have missed it but Tamee Ferguson, in conjunction
with her mystery chef Colleen, has been providing ready-to-eat
meals, fresh greens and delightful desserts to Coral Beach on
Mondays and Fridays, in conjunction with the Westjet flights.
The deliveries are ending in March but may still be available on
an order-ahead basis.
In addition to prepared meals, Colleen will provide cooking
lessons or prepare a meal in your home. Tamee can be
reached at 727-0211 to discuss what options are available as
the year progresses. There’s a Monday Munchies Facebook
group- https://www.facebook.com/groups/118649401590342/.

BULLETIN BOARD – Advertise your unit for sale here!!
Studio for sale, 5th floor (2512)
New appliances, bed and AC unit
New sliding glass door assembly
Wired for internet access
PRICE REDUCED TO $99,500.00 U.S.
krattey@hotmail.com
(Kevin) (561) 436-0304
Studio on 2nd floor, building 2
Entire Studio beautifully renovated
All new appliances and furniture
$98,000.00 U.S.
vonnybash@gmail.com
(613) 749-4224 (242) 441-0497

MAILBAG
We are looking forward to hearing from you! Please send us
your pictures, news stories and events to:
news@coralbeachonline.com

Your contributing editors: Nanci Salvisburg & Ted McNicol

